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QUIET HOURS

Karoliina Hellberg, Tero Kuitunen, Raimo Saarinen

Exhibition in Maison Louis Carré

28 September - 30 November 2025

For the autumn exhibition, three Finnish artists—painter Karoliina Hellberg, ceramicist
Tero Kuitunen, and sculptor Raimo Saarinen—are taking over the Maison Louis Carré
for a collaborative project. Having already created a joint installation in an Alvar Aalto
villa in Sunilla, near Kotka, in 2017, they were invited to create an exhibition at the
Amos Rex Museum in Helsinki in 2021. Quiet Hoursis the trio's third collaboration,
sensitive and evolving, inspired by the villa's atmosphere, history, and surroundings.

Artists’ statement

“Spending five days at Maison Louis Carré in the spring of 2024 allowed us to settle into
a rhythm of waiting and observation. As the rain tapped gently on the windows, our
gaze drifted out toward the green landscape where spring was only just beginning to
emerge. The house enveloped us in a calming atmosphere of anticipation - as if it, too,
had paused to listen for what might come next.

The furniture by Alvar and Elissa Aalto brought a sense of homely familiarity, but
beneath that comfort stirred a layer of strangeness, history, and a whisper of
something past - something we could not fully grasp, yet felt drawn toward. The
swimming pool echoed with the glamour of a bygone era, and Olga’s garments evoked
the scent of Chanel perfumes and small cigars. Imagined footsteps echoed in the
hallways - a library once full of conversation, a garden made for secret meetings,
nights filled with celebration and the aroma of coffee.

In the Quiet Hours exhibition, we respond to the house’s quiet invitation. We have
created new works - paintings, scent installations, and sculptures - that attune
themselves to the atmosphere of the space and reflect on the lives that may have
unfolded within Maison Louis Carré, and those yet to come.

The exhibition is a pause in the foyer before the next chapter — a space where past and
future breath the same silence.”



Snakes come out in the Rain, 2021 Riihitie [Daisy/, 2020
oil and acrylic on canvas, 150 x 150 cm ink on paper, 33,5 x 27 cm
KAROLIINA HELLBERG

The ingredients of Karoliina Hellberg's paintings and works on paper are real and imaginary
places, various visual sources and autobiographical elements. Richly detailed interior scenes
are among the main themes of her works. The rooms appearing in them function as symbolic
and psychological places whose enigmatic atmosphere and narrative tensions lead viewers
to the realms of imagination and memories. Despite their size, Hellberg's small works on
paper can be just as intensive as her large paintings. The boundaries of time and place are
blurred in her works, and things that are absent gain a strong presence.

Karoliina Hellberg (b. 1987) lives and works in Helsinki. She graduated from the Academy of
Fine Arts in 2015 and received the Pro Arte Award from the Didrichsen Art Museum in 2018.
Hellberg has held solo exhibitions in Helsinki, Copenhagen, London, Reykjavik, and
Stockholm, among other places. She has also participated in many group exhibitions,
including Amos Rex, Helsinki (2021); Museum of Contemporary Art Kiasma, Helsinki (2021;
EMMA -- Espoo Museum of Modern Art (2021), and Kuopio Art Museum (2018). She has
works in the collections of the British Museum, Saastamoinen Foundation, Museum of
Contemporary Art Kiasma, Paivi and Paavo Lipponen Foundation, Helsinki Art Museum HAM,
as well as numerous private collections in Finland, Sweden, Denmark, England, Belgium,
Switzerland, the United States, and elsewhere.

www.karolinahellberg.com
(@karohellberg



https://www.karoliinahellberg.com/
https://www.instagram.com/karohellberg/

Still Water, 2025 Too Hard Squeeze, 2024
ceramic, melted glass, 23 x 16 x 16 cm ceramic, melted glass, 25 x 25 x 13 cm

TERO KUITUNEN

Tero Kuitunen (b. 1986) is a ceramic artist, designer, and curator working at the intersection
of art and design. Ceramics lies at the heart of his practice—a material rich with history and
touch, yet open to playful experimentation. Inspired by pop art, old objects, everyday stories,
and the power of color, he creates works that balance humor, tactility, and emotional depth.
Whether in objects, spaces, or curatorial concepts, Tero seeks to craft experiences that
surprise, move, and stay with people. For the exhibition in Maison Louis Carré, Kuitunen has
created ceramic and glass pieces inspired by spaces such as the dining room and the pool.

After a BA in Ceramic and Glass Design in Helsinki and exchange studies in Sculpture and
Jewellery Art in Barcelona, Tero Kuitunen graduated in Applied Art and Design from the
Aalto University School of Art and Design in 2013. He received a one year working grant from
the Finnish Cultural Foundation in 2017, and project grants from Arts Promotion Centre
Finland and the City of Kotka. As a product, concept and interior designer he has worked
for companies such as Supercell, Absolut Vodka, Hakola and many more. He has exhibited
widely in Finland and internationally, and has curated projects that highlight the dialogue
between contemporary art and design, such as the Wild at Heart exhibition that toured to
Vienna, Budapest, Stockholm, Tokyo and Helsinki in 2019-2020.

www.terokuitunen.com

(@tero kuitunen studio



https://www.terokuitunen.com/
https://www.instagram.com/tero_kuitunen_studio/

Forest, collage and natural scent (perfume), 2025

RAIMO SAARINEN

Raimo Saarinen (b. 1984) is a visual artist whose spatial and site-specific works address the
relationship between humans and plants on the level of individual experience. He looks at
how these individual experiences are affected and shaped by culturally transmitted
conceptions of nature. Saarinen focuses on the how the formation of Westernized
conceptions of nature impact the environment, as well as how these ways of looking at
nature shape possible futures. With his art, Saarinen wants to engage the whole body in a
form of active listening to the stories they tell.

In his work Forest, Meadow and Marsh, Raimo Saarinen reimagines the garden of Maison
Louis Carré as if its lawn were transformed into a dense forest, a flourishing wildflower
meadow, or a water-soaked marsh. The work combines collage-like drawings and
watercolors with a fragrant dimension: the imagined scents of these ecosystems, captured in
perfume bottles. These works intertwine sight and scent, inviting the viewer to envision
alternative futures for the garden. Saarinen’s proposal suggests richer, more diverse
habitats that could offer refuge for plants, insects, and birds in an age of mass extinction.

Raimo Saarinen graduated in Sculpture from the Academy of Fine Arts, Helsinki in 2017. He

has received numerous grants, public commissions and taken part in exhibitions in Finland
and abroad. Saarinen was shortlisted for the Finnish Pavilion at the Venice Biennale in 2026.

WWWw.raimosaarinen.com

(@raimosaarinen



https://www.raimosaarinen.com/
https://www.instagram.com/raimosaarinen/

Maison Louis Carré, June 2025, after restauration work
Photo © Jean-Baptiste Vetter

MAISON LOUIS CARRE

Listed as a historic monument, the Maison Louis Carré is the only building in France
designed by Finnish architect Alvar Aalto. It was built in 1959 for French art dealer and
collector Louis Carré and his wife Olga, and is located on a hill near the Rambouillet Forest,
40 km southwest of Paris. The Maison Louis Carré is a masterpiece in itself, embodying the
distinctive design features of Aalto’s philosophy, one of the masters of 20th-century
architecture. The omnipresence of natural light, combined with its interior design—
accessories, furniture, lamps, and textiles—custom-designed by Alvar, Elissa Aalto, and
their teams, make it one of the iconic jewels of late 1950s architecture and design.

Owned by the Alvar Aalto Association in France since 2006, the villa was closed from
November 2024 to June 2025 for extensive restoration work on the facades and roofs.
Visitors to the exhibition can also discover the house in its original splendor.



From left to right: Raimo Saarinen, Tero Kuitunen, Karoliina Hellberg, Maison Louis Carré, 2024

PRACTICAL INFORMATION

QUIET HOURS
Katariina Hellberg, Tero Kuitunen, Raimo Saarinen

Preview on Saturday 27 September 5-8pm.
Free shuttle upon reservation, departure from Porte d’Auteuil in Paris.

The exhibition runs from Sunday 28 September to Sunday 30 November 2025.

The Maison Louis Carré is open on Saturdays and Sundays, 2-6pm. An online booking is requested.
Visits at other times can be organized upon request.

PRESS OPENING

Save the Date for the press visit, on Saturday 27 September 2025 at 2pm, in presence of the artists
and the curator.

ADDRESS

Maison Louis Carré

2 chemin du Saint-Sacrement
78490 Bazoches-sur-Guyonne
France

+33 1348679 63
maisonlouiscarre.fr

CURATOR AND CONTACT

Asdis Olafsdottir, Director of the Maison Louis Carré
asdis@maisonlouiscarre.fr | +33 6 16 50 35 43


https://maisonlouiscarre.fr/mlc/en/

